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After two years of Communist rule in Ching, one of the principal changes 18
that following the high tide of the nanti-fmerica and aid for Koreg" move-
ment at the begimming of this year, averybody seems to find themselves sude
denly wnder the all-pervading watchful eye of the government. People hard-
ly dare to breath & dissenting note, and look fearfuily into every doubtiul
point in their own vasi records lest they be called to account and 1iquidated.
The majority of the nation 1is suddenly gripped by fear, as compared to the
relatively tranquil state before the end of 1950,

Representing the walching eye of the wovermuent is a complicated system of
gurveillance and control. This systen is a complex subject, and the follow-
ing is bubt a very unsystematic reflection of ite

7o exercise surveillance and conirol over China's vast population, the Com-
munists do »v% utilize the indigenous kinship organizations, the vital center
of traditionsl Chinese social structure. Instoad, they rely upon a new set
of orgsnizations. The system of kinship orgenizations hes been singled out
for spwedy destructiong which is being effectively carried out.

Tn the cities, occupational and orofessional grouns hiave become an inportant
tool of control over the attitudes and conduct of the people. Lsbor unions,
businessmen’s amsoclations, clubs in each cceupstion or orofessions, taachers'
associations, and student bodies in schools, discussion and indoctrination
units in government offices, and e multitude of other organizations have
sprung uwp in various occupational and professicngl fields under the auzniced
or encouragenent of 'he government. Above dll, the poverment itsall, with
its ramification of expanding orgenizations, dirextly exercises conlrol vvyer
an incressing mumber of persons under its employmente

Many of these occupstional and professional orpanizationt were newly set up
by the Communists, but most of them existed vefore the Communist wndance
to power. In order to utilize the old organizations, the Communists h
pratty thoroughiy thsnred their resdership by putting Communist appointees in
Uie saidle. The new lesdershin consists of "demoeratic personages! in ‘the
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most coses, with a sprinklieg of Farty members watching them fz'on} positions
in the genersl ppmbership or ninor posts in the organizations. {Jm_ma:,r'w,y
that, after 2 years of Commnist rule, there is nardly a 51!1@;1.(’510"’:’;‘31.\5‘:{1751?3'181
or professionsl organization that hag not cone under the Communiss grip that
aan still continue te axist and carry on activities.

The drive for new leaderstip in ¢ld orgeniszations has beean an event of m.jg,jo:r
importance. It came easily in many Cased. The obusinessmants grouns s quiekly
frightered and demoralimed, surrendared without a fight, and the new J_\.ﬁ’:?dﬁrs Look
theiy pogitions with ease. ¥oucational and techniesl groups wero similarly
w1113 np' to surrender to Communist lssdership. In the case of some sther groups
such as eerbain lobor orgenizations, for exansle, the Jdock workers® asyocistlons,
1t took & 1ot of hard siruggle to drive a wedse inte the old orgonizelion and &G
estahlish the new leadership. Perssecution was ofien r);eica&&agy as is showm

by the case of the recent execution of 1T Teh-naien N f{jgg‘ , & Lengr=blme
lesdsr of the Canton machine workers union, on the ground that he attewpled

to maintsin the influence of the old isadership. Several old leaders of the
dock workers orgonizations in Canton were shot for the same reason, though
ostensibly =11 those execuled were branded traitors to labor.

4

Tith the leadershiv of orgamizations in hond, the attitodes and condpcdt Gf'

the memvership cen be closely watched mnd reported. Zince oocoun 1 md
professionsal };rganizﬂﬁ.ians concern onets livelihoud, onets c::onnas‘:%;mn. wli‘c;h

such orgamisabions is hound to be close snd intimote, especially when fhe achens
of the Communizts includes making theoccounationul . and professionsl orpaln-
tzationsa basic Tactor in the mew social structure., Tn Aunerous ways, one

has to go through the occcupational or nrofessional orgonizetions o secure
one's own proper status and to peke adjusiments on maty nroblems in connection
with onets job or with the govermment. The tratiticnal indifference ‘i;—:svgwr;i@
organizations among the Chinsse no longer applies o the presant rs'é.tulst,;em,
for the organization constantly scrutinizos one's personal record and helps
to determine ore’s positiun znd personsl security.

For educationsl workers who work snd iive closely together as a group, the
supervigsion and eonirol over ithe individual by ocoupational =nd professional
orgsnizations is so close and intimate that one leels ho is bsing watched
every moment, even in his own private home. If one loudly critlclizes biu
goverrment, even in bis own sitting room, his own servant, his colleagues, or
his students may pass by and overhear what he says. In fact, with the ropid
indoctrination of the voung, one is afrzid of telking frankly in front of
one’s own children, who in genersl are alresdy sccusing the parents ol Leing
too conservaiive or reschionary. Collesmes know of ezch other's atiitudes
and activitics and especially so within onels own depariment, and such
knowledge will be passed on to the leaders of ithe professionsl orgapization
such as the sssociation of teachers or nrofessors, which in turn will inform
the party branches or the police, Colleagues or co-workers who used o

talk to each other fresly and frankly on everything including pelitical
matters meet each other now mestly in silence or Lalking sbout the weather.
Ivery Chinese now sugpects every other Chinese in his group and &8 time and
agein encouraged %o do so. In women's suxilisvy of a professor's organization
in & university, mectings before the summer of 1950 used tc te alive with
interesting conversation, tul now peonle sit in uneasy silence even though
they continuve %o asttend the meetings, atiendance heing exsected 3 not le-
gdlly required of everybody, whereas it used to le enitlrely optional. Dub,
the greatest danger liss in orets public ulterascss on scelizl and political
matters in classes or meeiings, Where doubtful statemenitz aay be vicked wp
by students or colleaguos.

Those whoe work in peverrwent srpenizatlons, ammed forces, or institutions
affilisted with the coverment are subjected to direct conbyol and szurveil-
lance oy the govermuent. 21} such i-ddvidudls are reguired to hand in

Ly and
varioue govervment sgenc! an individual iy asked to hand in his avbo-
blography not Just cnen, tat a mummber of tidws on various occasions, thus
creating the dmger of hading in mutoblographies theh may differ in wowe
reepecte or details. Thether such differences are zttrioubable t©o faulty

miobiopraphies, which sre serutinized and doubde checked by the
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memory or intentional concesiment of certain events in one's past record
the writer will at once be called in for extended questioning. Though
only a smsll percentage of individuals have actnally gone through the pro-
ceas of being questioned, it is the fear of being questioned about one's
past record that makes everybody toe the line in order to keep out of trou-
tle. )

10. Autobiographies have thus far been the chief source of information for the
police files, The number of psople thus recorded is fairly large. In the
summer of 1950 when the govermnment services took the whole crop of praduates
from higher educational institutions, the wast najority of these graduales
handed in their personsl records, except those who succeeded in dodging the
government assignments. When the povernment subsidizes or takes over the
supervision of a private institution such as a school or hospital, every one
employed in that institution has to hand in a personal recerd. Alveady,
the civil govermment and the armed sexrvices together probhbly have a personnel
in excess of 16,000,000 pecple, over whom the govermment exercises direct
control and supervision by possessing their personsl records and by the eX=
ercising of diseipline. This number is expanding rapidly by the extension of
the government into the fisld of economics through egtablishment of lndustri~
gl and trading orgenizalions, and the absorption of private business organ~
izations and educational imstitutions. Vhile most business firms will re-
main in private hands for some time to cume, private educational institu-
tiong of a1l levels will have a very short leasse of life. Most of the
private schools, especially colleges, are at lesst receiving soverrment sub-
sidies; and it will be 2 matter of a comparatively short time before they
pass completely into the hands of the govermment, which will Zay its grip on
the adwinistrative and tesching personnal.

11, For the part of city population who are as yet unaffilisted or very loosely
affiliated with well organized occupationsal or professionsl groups, other
general organizations such az the "neighborhood associations" U 24 ‘2 )
take up the slack., Neighborhood associations are now estoblished in every
city sl over the country, » neighlwrhood association ie comprised of ree
sidonts in the same neighborhoed, mainly on the ssme street, hence the Chinese
nmme, "street asscciation." It has a small commitie with a chatvman and a
vice chairman. Somewhat like the old "par chisa® system, it performs a po-
lieing function through collective responsibility. Throegh this organizstiong
persons of doubtful or special baskground are brought to the attention of
the authorities, for each of these assoclatiuns is under the direcl control
of the precincs office of the municipal govermment. In one neishborhood in
Canton, twe persons came to the attention of the government only vecause
they were the only ones with a bigh school education in the whole neighbor-
hood, a fast that would havs been entirely ignored by any previous povern-
ment, Afside from the function of collective responsibility, the nelghberhood
agsociation holds frequent meetings for propaganda and indoctrination; for
collective action such as participation in pelitical demonsirations, bond drives,
and helping to orgenize civilian defense units. In sowme eities such as Shanghsi
there is a city-wide council to which es:h neighborhoed assocd ation sends
delegates to exchange experiences and o discuss policies. Thus, the
neighborhood residents are kept falrly busy, and, through collective avtivitles,
they come under the influence sad control of the govermment.

12. fnother general organiszation that deaws in people, especlally thoss who are
unaffiliated with occupstional or prefessional bodies, iz the women®s or-
ganization, which Is growing fairly rapidly in the citiss undsr the Communist
regime, A noticesle bezinning has been made in getiing the traditionally
encluded women out of their homes and into weetings, discussions, “stady"
groups (in fact, indoctrinstion classes ) :nd many other forms of collective
activities. For the members of the women's organiszation; the lmpast of po-
1itical propaganda mekes them canscious of a new gtandard of socizl and polie-
ticol values and binds them to it in ineressing degrecs. Here, not only do
the conduct and attitudes of the memcers come under the control and supervi-
sion of the organizations, but thes members also serve as supervisors of other
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vomen outside of the organization by spying and reporting on them. the
mucleus of the women's orgenizations is the Nationgl Democratic Women's

League.

0f course, the over-zll center of control and surveillance over the indi-
vidugl citizens is the new police. Besides the ususgl policing and spying
fanctions, the city buream of public security zlao has the charge of taking the |
census, The census includss information on the individusl's cccupation, educs-
tion, and organization affiliastions, and other sources of income than occupa-
tionsl earnings. Jensus takers ssk the sama question again and agalin with an
intention to catch discrepancies in the answers. This practiece immediately
instils fear and paniec nost people. 4 constant and strict checking is main-
tained on the information regarding the occcupstion, sources of ivecme and ver-
songl movenent of individuals under susplelion. Becmse of the police funciion
of the census, population records are regarded az confidential information

for the securlty of the state,

Undoubtedly the systen of new organizations and organizations altered to meet
Communist requirements are leading faoctors in the gensral control and svrveil-
lance of individugls. 'The isoleated individuslism of the urgan Chinese is being
rapidly pulled down and the iaportance of the traditional kinship ties is being
replaced by the new orgoniuational structures that restricts the individual with
new bonds vital to his economic and political security. Organizationsgl affil-
iations ond meeting attendasnce is more and more required of the individual, how
aver disagressble this nay be to the traditional habit of the kinship-bound Chine
esz. In fact, mwebing attendance 2nd group sctivities take up so much of one's
time and energy that one hesrs complaints about it from individual conversa~
tions slmost everywhere in the country. Even housewives, especially those

whose husbends or themselves beslong to organiged groups, have to attend meet-
ings at least two or three timos a wesk, and sometimes two or three times a
day, howaver occupied with aousehold duties they may te. Hut, in spite of the
conplaints ond reluctace on the part of the individuals, the general drive

is go strong that the membership of the new organizations is expanding rapide
1y, They have already effected a major change in the struciural frasework

of Chinese society in 2 mere 2 years of Commmist rule.

It is = question as to how large s proportion of the urban populstion is now
affected by the control and influence of the government through the new syo-
tem or organi,ations. We know thabt those belonging to occupational or
professional orgsnizations are among the most sffected, especially the govern—
nent employees, who now cover an unprecedentedly wide field, the intellsct-
uagls in educationsl institutions, and industrial workers (who hsve slways been
better organized then other sectors of the wrban population even in the pre-
~Comminist days). These three groups alciw may mumber in excess of 25,000,000,
Une can estimate the percentsge if one has in hand the membership dats of
occupational and professional organizations, which sppear wnsystematically
from time to time in various handbooks and newspspers im Commenist China.

As evidence of the discarding and disintegration of kinship ties, the king

pin of the traditional Chinese social structure; there have been significant
items in Chincse newapspers over the past six months reporting kinsmen

turning on easch other. Thare are true cases of fathers asccusing sons,
daughters sccusing their own mothers and wives. sccusing the husbands, s1l

on political crimes which frequentiy produced the death punishment for the
secused. Jimilar indicents between loms immediate relatives are numercus.

Sueh incidents very ravely if ever hsppened in pre-Commmist Chinm. while

such things are not common even now, they nevertheless stand as symptors

of the breakdown of the azs-old family inetitution upon which the chapscteristics
of the Chinese culture were once built. Perhaps move iwmportant, though less
dramatic, is the rgpidly widendng gap in attitudes and the senze of values
betwesn the older generation and the young., %hile ‘his ideclogical disare-
pancy between the generations has been a steady trend in the past half century .
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the process is now vastly accelerated. In the rre~Communist days,
crenancies only caused Fanily disharmonies and slow erosion of the
tion of the fomilial institution. Bul, now, it not only acceleresies
integration of Tthe traditional family, tui actually brinss about mutual Jis-
trast and suspicion amons even the most lmoediate rlatims, rnd al Lite e-
ven threstens the life snd securily of the older genev: ion. In a notacin
recent case in Kwangiuns province, a Party member was threatened with une
ighment and ran inte hidig becnuse he, 29 a Judpe in & locsl court, retused
to personally sentence bo death his own father, a landlord, ~nd asko:
mission to surrender his position to another juwilge to mete oub she oo
This is sipnificant, becaus:, Like nany other aspects of ‘he Communist
movenent, the disintegration . f the troditional Zamilial system is ne
to the wlow process of social change, wt rather, it is beirg effecie
political pressure or even coereion in certain cases by Papty membors
people more intimataly Affiliated with the Commmunlst movement. Ihe winsbip
group is being tarned into an agent of contral and supervicion of the older
generation by the government through the vlastic minds of the young.

The above is confined maindy to the urban areas. In the rural districis,
the poverrnwent contrci and surveillance over individuals is much mors N
fective ond the organizaticnal set-up is much simpler. fere. China's rural
population is concentrated in compast villeges in which the kinship oras
ization is strong. All residents in a village have known each other it
mately for generations, and there can hardly be any hidden information on
the personal records of the individual. A1 the Cownunists nesd to do is
fan up the landless snd poor peasents io taxe over the control of the kine
ship orgsnization and sssociated hodies such as the militis corps by dis-
pesing of the landlord and gentry class, which had hitherto been in control,
The movement of every individual comes under strict contral, snd the earthe
bound pesssntyy are driven to follow the Commanist path. The fact tunt a
drastic chanpe such as the sresent land reform program ecn be pushed Larough
with only a few months of preparation in some nevly libersted terrizuries
without gener:l effective resistance 2w attribmtable in & largs sense U0

the ease with which rural conduct and atiitudes can be brovvhi under eonbeol
amd surveillance. bLithin tws years, Communist power hos already gotien dewn to
the grass roots of rural powsr ovar the broad landscspe of agricultural Cnina,
mainly through the speed with which the acasants asooeiations and o
cadree sieze the relstively simple power machinery af the villages.

Y mope
viliags

The abo e refiections deal with the corgamiza’ional. aspeet of contrnl and
surveillance of Chiness nopuletion. The eleusnts of fear works through the

antire new systien. Xevesrtheless, one must recognize thot eombrol over a

huge venulation such as China's has to roly won the establisfment 1nEy
system of social and pelitical walues which drive necsle inho volunisoy

observation ¢f the new line.
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